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Preface

   The two volumes of proceedings transcribe the papers presented at the 2018 conference in Philadelphia, jointly or-
ganized by ARCC and EAAE. The conference was a forum to bring together architectural scholars and practitioners 

Gross National Happiness speaks to a measure of the collective well-being of a nation. Introduced by the King of 
Bhutan in early 1970s as an alternative to the prevalent notion of Gross National Product and with a focus on the 

sustainable socioeconomic development, preservation and promotion of culture, and environmental conservation. 

conference used the framework of Gross National Happiness to provoke thought and dialog about how the things we 
research, design, and make contribute to our collective well-being and the places in which we live. The theme served 
us well – the proceedings present an examination of the architectural dimensions of community at scales between 
intimately local settings and the broader global commons.
The timing of the conference aligns with major shifts in social and political agendas both globally and locally that 
impact our physical and social environment. The location, Philadelphia – sometimes referred to as the cradle of mod-
ern democracy – provides an opportunity to extend the conversation to consider the humanistic and environmental 
forward-looking gaze that is part of the spirit of the place. 
   The papers and projects selected for presentation at the conference and inclusion in the proceedings are organized 

   Architectural research and advocacy
environment. Topics considered notions such as leadership and citizenry in a changing world, the role and impact of 
public engagement architecture in a social setting, architectural research and design connecting space, property, and 
value, and the transformative nature of data driven planning and design. 
   Architectural research and application
research. Topics focused on techniques and tools that enable us to think about the reciprocity between research and 
application at multiple scales and by a range of means. Issues included the impact of global design and planning 
research on local environments and social conditions, the change in global priorities due to local innovation, and the 
ethics of development. 
   Architectural research and culture
the local and global production of culture. We posed questions about the shifting methods of research that yield a 
broader knowledge base and emerging digital tools that drive the course of humanities-oriented research. Topics 

-
tage, and the culture of architectural practice and research.
   Architectural research and the environment
the built world. We sought participation that would address research questions and design solutions, reframing the 

-
tal humanities, local sustainable practices facing global issues, greening of the built environment, and resilience as 
tracked through the interior to the exterior and from the object to the infrastructural scale. 
As is often the case, the papers belonged, more often than not, in multiple categories. But the topical areas – advo-
cacy, application, culture, and environment - provided us with threads and overlaps for dialog during the four days of 
the conference. The level of participation and engagement, by presenters, moderators, audience members, organiz-

the long term.

discussion. As moderator for the opening plenary, “The Built Environment Shaping the Quality of Life,” I had the plea-
sure of engaging in dialog with Oya Atalay Franck, Brian Sinclair, and Frederick Steiner, all of whom are well versed 

projects in the local context – Philadelphia - for discussion about universal topics that impact our work. Ending with 

of our research and creative work.

Philadelphia, provided a wonderful way to engage the city in between the keynote, panel and paper sessions. And 

providing us with guidance and a clear framework for the 2018 conference. 

Kate Wingert-Playdon
Associate Dean
Director of Architecture and Environmental Design
Temple University
Tyler School of Art
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 Over the past few years, there has been an increasing appreciation of the important role that architec-
tural research can play in expanding knowledge boundaries in both the discipline and the profession of architec-
ture.  Through architectural research activities, scholars, educators, and practitioners continuously improve our 
understanding of the built environment and related issues as well as explore innovative means of mitigating and 
overcoming the variety of challenges currently faced by our communities. 

and high-quality venues for disseminating the outcomes of this research including conferences, journals, books 
among others. Since their start almost 20 years ago, conferences of the Architectural Research Centers Consor-

of their areas of interest, while at the same time maintaining a very high standard of rigor and quality in the work 
presented.  The biannual conferences, organized jointly with the European Association for Architectural Education 
(EAAE), have consistently maintained this high standard of rigor and quality while at the same time bringing to-
gether architectural scholars, educators and practitioners from North America, Europe and many other places, thus 
providing a much larger platform for the dissemination of architectural research ideas across many countries and 
several continents. The relationship between ARCC and EAAE represents an example of the type of collaboration 

that are fast increasing in type, size, and complexity.

governance, sustainable socioeconomic development, preservation and promotion of culture, and environmental 
conservation.  The conference included four sub-themes that aimed to advance the discourse on the explicit con-

-
chitectural research and advocacy, which considered the social and political issues linked to the built environment; 
architectural research and application, which considered the value of relationships between design and research, 
and the techniques and tools that enable this reciprocity; architectural research and culture, which considered the 
role of the built environment as an active participant in the local and global production of culture; and architectural 
research and the environment, which aimed to explore the vital symbiosis between the natural and the built world. 

-
cessful examples of how architecture and architectural research can serve to mitigate these challenges.
 The conference included 23 paper sessions featuring 90 peer-reviewed paper presentations, selected 
from 236 submissions.  These papers represented a wide range of research areas of interest including history 
and theory of architecture, architectural design, architecture and health, architectural education, sustainability and 
high performance, architectural technology, architectural practice, urban design, among others. The papers also 
covered the full scope of architectural research approaches and methods including qualitative, quantitative, and 
mixed methods.  In addition to the paper sessions, the conference featured three poster sessions with 28 poster 
presentations, as well as two panel discussions and four workshops. The three keynote presentations reinforced 

held by Nigel Dancey, Senior Executive Partner at Foster and Partners of London, UK; Billie Faircloth, Partner 

FAT fame and Professor at the University of Westminster, UK.  The conference was attended by 135 participants, 

 Finally, on behalf of our two organizations, we would like to express our appreciation and gratitude to our 
-
-

ble. We highly appreciated the hospitality and generosity that she, her team of volunteers, and all other organizers 
showed to all of us during our time in Philadelphia. We would also like to express our thanks and gratitude to ev-
eryone who participated in making this conference a success including our authors, organizing committees, paper 

have been possible. 
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